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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 123 


United States Mint, Philadelphia, Penn., 
Assay Department, 
December 15, 1880 


Hon. A. Loudon Snowden 
Superintendent &c &c 


Sir 


Mr. McClure, curator of the Mint Cabinet, has an opportunity to procure a silver crown of 
the Proctor Oliver, which we have long wanted. It can be done by exchange of a duplicate of 
some other coin, without making out a bill or requisitions, and with great gain to the Collection. 
The piece in this condition has sold at a London auction for £2/91 say twelve dollars. 


It is well to be very cautious and seldom in making exchanges, but this seems a clear 
case, if we can make a fair bargain. 


This crown-piece, as you know, stood at the head of a new era in progress of coinage. It 
is not so very rare, and therefore it is a shame to be without it. We have the half-crown, which 
was presented through me in Paris, to the Cabinet. 


Very respectfully, 
Wm. E. DuBois 
Assayer 


